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1. INTRODUCTION

This document describes the CAT310DB1 Demonstration Board for the CAT310 LED driver.  This board shows an
application of the CAT310 driving 10 high brightness LEDs through an 8-bit microcontroller control.

The CAT310 is a 10-channel LED driver designed for automotive and other general LED lighting applications. The
driver is controlled through a serial interface incorporating a 10-bit shift register and data latch.  The LEDs are driven
from the OUT0 to OUT9 outputs through CMOS switches. The output current per each channel can be set up to 50
mA using the external series resistors, depending on the supply voltage and the LED forward voltage.

An enable input, BLANK, allows to turn on/off all the output drivers. The CAT310 features over voltage and over
current limiting protection on the outputs.

Detailed descriptions and electrical characteristics of the CAT310 are in the device data sheet.

2. CAT310DB1 BOARD HARDWARE

The demonstration board uses the CAT310 to drive 10 LEDs of different colors, Red, Yellow, Green, White and Blue.
The CAT310 is controlled through a serial interface using an 8-bit microcontroller. The user can chose to drive on/
off or blink any LEDs combination using the commands through the on-board pushbutton switches or through a PC
serial interface. The board is powered from an attached 3V battery. The block diagram of the board hardware
schematic is shown in Figure 1.
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The data is transmitted serially between the microcontroller and the CAT310.  Using the commands received through
the S1 to S10 on board pushbuttons or from the PC, the microcontroller transfers the data serially on the SIN input
of the CAT310. The input data is shifted with the MSB first into the CAT310 internal 10-bit shift register. This data
is latched into a 10-bit data latch using the XLAT signal. The data is transferred through the latch when the XLAT is
high. To drive a LED on, the data written to the corresponding latch bit must be “1” and the BLANK input low.  When
the BLANK input of the CAT310 is high (the associated pushbutton is not pressed), the output drivers are turned into
the high-impedance state and all the LEDs are off.

If the on-board BLINK switch is ON, the microcontroller samples the”“blink” status for any LED (L1 to L10) selected
by the corresponding pushbutton (S1 to S10). The LED selected with the BLINK switch ON is programmed to blink
with a 600ms period (300 ms ON, 300 ms OFF).

The current through each LED, L1 to L10 is set by the ballast resistors, R1 to R10. The supply voltage for the LEDs,
VBATT, is provided through the K1 connector from the internal voltage, Vint (default jumper position) or from the
externally connected voltage, Vext.

The internal voltage, Vint (10V / 100mA) is supplied on board using the charge pump voltage converter devices,
CAT3200-5 and CAT660, two chains in parallel. CAT660 is used in the “voltage doubler” configuration.  For the default
configuration (Vint connected to VBATT) the current through each LED has been set to 10 mA approximately, using
on board resistors (R1 to R10).

The user can drive the LEDs from an externally connected voltage, Vext, moving the jumper from the K1 connector
from the default position (Vint) to the position marked with Vext. The voltage connected externally at Vext test point
should be in the range specified by the device data sheet. Changing the series resistors, the user can set the output
current to other value, in the specification limits.

The CAT3200-5 provides also the regulated voltage (+5V) for the microcontroller, the CAT310 and the RS232 serial
interface device.

Test points are available to apply the external voltage, Vext, or to measure some of the internal voltages as Vint,
VBATT, or the outputs of the CAT310 device (B1 to B10).

To maximize the battery life (2 x 1.5V AA cells), the battery voltage is applied only when the “POWER” switch is ON.

The component placement, top side for the CAT310DB1 board is shown in Figure 2. The CAT310DB1 board picture
is shown in Figure 3.

Figure 2. CAT310DB1 Component Placement - Top Side
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Figure 3. CAT310DB1 Board

The detailed schematic, the PCB layout and the list of components for the CAT310DB1 are shown in the
Appendix attached in the end of this document.

3. STAND-ALONE BOARD OPERATION

The CAT310DB1 can be used as an independent board to drive up to 10 multicolor LEDs. The following steps
are an example of how the user can drive different LEDs connected to the output of CAT310 using on-board
switches.

3.1. Driving the LEDs

a) Turn ON the “Power” switch. Set the initial state for “BLINK” switch to OFF.

b) Select any desired LED (L1 to L10) to be ON, pressing the associated pushbutton switch (S1 to S10).
The action of any of these momentary switches has a toggle function: first time pressing a switch selects
the associated LED on, the second action deselects the LED.

c) Press the “BLANK” pushbutton to enable the CAT310 outputs. As a result, the LED(s) selected at the
previous step, will be lightning. The LEDs remain ON as long as the “BLANK” momentary switch is
pressed.

d) Set the “BLINK” switch to ON position. Select the LED(s) you want to blink by pressing the associated Si
(i = 1 to 10) pushbutton.

e) Press the “BLANK” pushbutton to enable the LEDs (if it is not already ON).

f) Deselect the blinking for a specific LEDi by pressing second time the associated Si pushbutton and set
the “BLINK” switch to OFF position.
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3.2. Driving LEDs with an external voltage and over voltage protection

The output drivers of the CAT360 can withstand a voltage up to 17V typically for the normal operation. If the voltage
exceeds an overvoltage threshold of 17V – 20V, the output driver will become protected through the VBATT sense
input which is connected to a voltage detector. All the CAT310 outputs, OUT0 to OUT9 are turned into the high
impedance state.

a) Disconnect the jumper at the K1 connector from the position Vint and set to Vext position.

b) Apply the external voltage between Vext and GND test points; Vext <17 V.

c) Measure the current through each LED by the current drawn from the external power supply with one LED
selected ON at a time.

d) The user may choose to change the ballast resistor in series with the LED to set other LED current (not
exceeding IOUT max = 50 mA).

e) Measure the driver outputs voltage at the OUT0 to OUT9 pins using B1 to B10 test points.

f) With the LED(s) selected ON and BLANK pushbutton pressed increase the external voltage, Vext, above
17V. Do not exceed the absolute maximum value of 40V!

g) Observe the LED(s) becoming OFF. Measure the voltage at the OUT0 to OUT9 pins (B1 to B10).

4. CAT310DB1 Board Controlled through the PC Serial Interface

The board can be controlled from a PC connected through the serial interface. The user can send the commands
to drive on/off or blink any LEDs configuration using a friendly graphical user interface (GUI).

The CAT310DB1 software requires the following minimum system configuration:
- Microsoft Windows 98SE or above
- 100K of available hard disc space
- Serial Interface Port

The software is available on the CAT310DB1 software distribution CD-ROM or can be downloaded at
www.catalyst-semiconductor.com/evaluationtools.

The CAT310DB1 software is an executable program which can be run from any directory or CD.
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The following steps should be followed to control the CAT310DB1 demo board from the PC:

a) Connect the CAT310DB1 board to the PC serial port through a cable with 9-pin connectors (extender
type). For a limited quantity the connection cable is provided.

b) Power the CAT310DB1 board by turning the “POWER” switch ON.

c) Run the “CAT310DB1.exe” program from the directory where the software was installed.

d) The CAT310DB1 user interface window opens (Figure 4).

e) From the “SERIAL INTERFACE” menu, select the appropriate communication port. The selected
port (default COM1) is marked with “=”. The “COM” selection becomes active by pressing any
button from the GUI screen. Once the selected port is activated, the serial interface selection
frame becomes inactive.

Using the CAT310DB1 software the user can control the CAT310 board using the “PREDEFINED COMMANDS” or
using the switches defined in the “CONTROL PANEL” section.

The predefined commands allow the user to send a macro command as the following:

- Set all the LEDs, L1 to L10, ON or OFF (Figure 5)
- Set LEDs L1, L3, L5, L7, L9, ON or OFF
- Set LEDs L2, L4, L6, L8, L10, ON or OFF
- Set LEDs L1, L3, L5, L7, L9, Blink ON or Blink OFF
- Set LEDs L2, L4, L6, L8, L10, Blink ON or Blink OFF

Figure 4. CAT310DB1 Software User Interface Window
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Figure 5. CAT310DB1 with all the LEDs ON using the Predefined Command

Figure 5 shows the window after the user has executed the predefined command “L1 to L10 ON. All the LEDs are
lightning (BLANK = LOW).  After the executing one of the predefined commands, in the window will be displayed the
next command which can be executed. In this example, at the next action of the same button, L1 to L10 will be OFF.

From the Control Panel section of the window, the user can control manually any LEDs configuration using the
individual switches, S1 to S10, BLANK and BLINK. This section allows the user to control the board through the GUI
in the same way as provided by the on-board switches.

5. APPENDIX

The detailed board schematics, board layout and the list of components are shown in the following figures and
table.

Figure 6.  CAT310DB1 Board Schematic
Table 1. CAT310DB1 Demo Board List of Components
Figure 7. CAT310DB1 Board Layout – Top Side
Figure 8. CAT310DB1 Board Layout – Bottom Side
Figure 9. CAT310DB1 Component Placement – Top Side
Figure 10. CAT310DB1 Component Placement – Bottom Side
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Figure 6. CAT310DB1 Board Schematic
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Table 1. CAT310DB1 Demo Board List of Components

emaN rerutcafunaM noitpircseD rebmuNtraP stinU

51U,21U tsylataC relbuoD/retrevnIpmuPegrahC 066TAC 2

41U,11U tsylataC rotrevnoCCD/CDpmuPegrahCdetalugeResioNwoL 5-0023TAC 2

01U tsylataC revirDDELdehctaLlennahC01 013TAC 1

7U mixaM sreviecer/srettimsnarT232-SR OS/232xaM 1

8U lemtA rellortnocorcimhsalftib-8 OS/IS01-3132S09TA 1

1Q 32TOS054-002B,W52,0,A1,0,V03,NPN B848CB 1

1Y ZhM4rotanoseR cinortcelEtakuhcS
400MIMQ 1

2L,1L nOetiL TMS,DELdeR TKRK076T-TSTL 2

4L,3L nOetiL TMS,DELwolleY TKSK076T-TSTL 2

6L,5L nOetiL TMS,DELneerG TKGK076T-TSTL 2

8L,7L aihciN TMS,DELetihW 001WCSN 2

01L,9L nOetiL TMS,DELeulB TKBK076T-TSTL 2

5Dot1D edoiDgnihctiwS 8414LL 5

51D NOetiL TMS,edoiDykttohcS 041B 1

ot9C,6Cot3C,1C
02C,51C,41C,11C

ataruM
scinortcelE 6021eziS,R5X,%01,V01/Fu1roticapaCcimareC X21K100FUVC 11

12C,31C XVA V61/Fu001,roticapaCpihCmulatnaTRSEwoL 521R610K701DSPT 2

61C,21C XVA V01/Fu001,roticapaCpihCmulatnaTRSEwoL 010R010K701DSPT 2

8C,7C temeK 6021eziS,%5,V36/Fp22roticapaCcimareC 6021K220FPCC 2

22C,2C temeK 6021eziS,R7X,%5,V36/Fn001roticapaCcimareC X21K001FUVC 2

91Cot71C V01/Fµ051roticapaCcitylortcelE
)deredloStoN-lanoitpO( 051FUKC 3

51R,41R,11R 6021TMS,W8/1,rotsiseRmhoK01 cinortcelEtakuhcS
1-010K3060RC 3

31R.21R 6021TMS,W8/1rotsiseRmhoK5.7 cinortcelEtakuhcS
1-5,700K3060RC 2

61R 6021TMS,W8/1rotsiseRmhoK51 cinortcelEtakuhcS
1-510K3060RC 1

2R,1R mho028,W5.0rotsiseRmliFlateM 028E702AMS 2

4R,3R mho057,W5.0rotsiseRmliFlateM 057E702AMS 2

01R,9R,6R,5R mho086,W5.0rotsiseRmliFlateM 086E702AMS 4

8R,7R mhoK1,W5.0rotsiseRmliFlateM 100K702AMS 2

01Sot1S KDH ffo-)no(TSPShctiwStcatnoCyratnemoM K26STDcinortcelEtakuhcS 01

1WS KDH ffo-)no(TSPShctiwStcatnoCyratnemoM R76STDcinortcelEtakuhcS 1

3WS,2WS 8121GEhctiwsedilS DN-3091GEyeK-igiD 2

1P 9BDrotcennoC ISW90LScinortcelEtakuhcS 1

ffOdnatScitsalP"1retemaiD052 cinortcelEtakuhcS
01X3M6ADK

4

)etoN(tnuomCP,sllecV5.1AAx2redloHyrettaB 4632yeKigiD 1



AN22

9 Document No. 6039, Rev. A

Figure 7. CAT310DB1 Board Layout – Top Side

Figure 8. CAT310DB1 Board Layout – Bottom Side

Figure 9. CAT310DB1 Component Placement – Top Side

Figure 10. CAT310DB1 Component Placement – Bottom Side
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